
 After several years of stead-fast effort, the 
Asian Ju-Jitsu Belt Wrestling Federation 
(AJJBWF) recently presented Ju-Jitsu competition 
with eight other martial arts under the banner of 
the Olympic Council of Asia (OCA) to celebrate 
the 1st Asian Martial Arts Games in Bangkok, 
Thailand.   The recent Asian Martial Arts Games 
held from 1-9 August 2009 at Bangkok-Thailand 
is a prime example. Asian Martial Arts Games 
were conducted under the aegis of the Olympic 

Council of Asia.  

 H.R.H. Crown Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn 
declared the 1st Asian Martial Arts Games 
ñopenò during a sparkling ceremony at the Indoor 
Stadium, Hua Mark, Sports Authority of Thailand, 
on Saturday night. Amidst an opening ceremony 
that highlighted the rich history and cultural heri-
tage of the Kingdom, the Crown Prince graced the 
occasion with his presence and read a short ad-
dress in Thai to provide the royal seal of approval 
on the Games. followed by the serene beauty of 
Thailand. (continued next page) 
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 The ceremony began with two cultural 
performances, "The Games of Spirit" and 

"The Land of Smiles", which in turn captured 

the ferocity of martial arts sports followed by 

the serene beauty of Thailand.  Ju-Jitsu event 
was held in Japan-Thai Center, Bangkok from 

4-7 August 2009. AJJBWF appointed neutral 
jury on the occasion and even a juror was 

called from the USA. The referee panel was picked among the continen-
tal licensed referees in Asia. The inaugural ceremony of JJ event was 

witnessed by the top officials of OCA together with Presidents and Gen-
eral Secretaries of different National Olympic Committees of Asia includ-

ing the President of Thai National Olympic Committee. The Director Gen-
eral Olympic Council of Asia Mr.Husain Al Musallam was the chief guest 

on the occasion and officially inaugurated the Ju-Jitsu event.   

 A colorful and swashbuckling opening ceremony was held at the 

Bangkok Youth Centre (Thai-Japan) on Tuesday afternoon to mark the 
official entrance of ju-jitsu into the first Asian Martial Arts Games. The 

president of the Asian Jujitsu Belt Wrestling Federation, Khalil Ahmed 
Khan, welcomed everyone to the ceremony and thanked the Olympic 

Council of Asia for giving his federation the opportunity to show the "art 
and sport" of jujitsu to the rest of Asia, especially to the people of Thai-

land. "Jujitsu is not  a new art but a most ancient martial art from Japan, 
out of which they derived judo, karate and aikido, "said Mr. Khan." There-

fore in jujitsu you can find all possible attacks such as kicks, punches, 
throws, grappling and locks. In short it is the perfect martial art and the 

perfect self-defense." Eight teams -- Afghanistan, India, Iraq, Kyrgyzstan, 
Kuwait, Pakistan, Uzbekistan and Thailand -- followed their flags into the 

arena for the competition, which started with the duo events (women and 

mixed). 

 I am sure that, with this kind of help and support, jujitsu will flour-
ish, not only in Thailand but in South East Asia, and soon it will be part of 

the SEA Games program," added Mr. Khan. Both jujitsu and belt wres-
tling will be demonstration sports at the OCA's third Asian Indoor Games 
in Hanoi in October. Speaking on behalf of the OCA, Director General 
Husain Al Musallam declared the competition open and promised: "The 

OCA will do its best to help the growth and development of ju -jitsu 

in Asia."  

AJJBWF      

President Khalil 

Khan announced,  

ñJU-JITSU is 
getting rapid 
popularity in 
Asiaò.                      

                                     

From the AJJBWF President... 

T H E  W O R L D  J U J I T S U  J O U R N A L Ê  
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